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At 12:33 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Brandon, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 3439. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 201 North 3rd Street in Smithfield, North 
Carolina, as the ‘‘Ava Gardner Post Office’’. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 59. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the contributions of African-Amer-
ican basketball teams and players for their 
achievements, dedication, and contributions 
to the sport of basketball and to the Nation. 

H. Con. Res. 161. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for 
an event to commemorate the 10th Anniver-
sary of the Million Man March. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tion were read the first and the second 
times by unanimous consent, and re-
ferred as indicated: 

H.R. 358. An act to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the 50th anniversary of the desegrega-
tion of the Little Rock Central High School 
in Little Rock, Arkansas, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

H.R. 3402. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for the Department of Justice for fiscal 
years 2006 through 2009, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

H.R. 3408. An act to reauthorize the Live-
stock Mandatory Reporting Act of 1999 and 
to amend the swine reporting provisions of 
that Act; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

H.R. 3439. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 201 North 3rd Street in Smithfield, North 
Carolina, as the ‘‘Ava Gardner Post Office’’; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

H.J. Res. 61. Joint resolution supporting 
the goals and ideals of Gold Star Mothers 
Day; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The following concurrent resolution 
was read, and referred as indicated: 

H. Con. Res. 59. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the contributions of African-Amer-
ican basketball teams and players for their 
achievements, dedication, and contributions 
to the sport of basketball and to the Nation; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–188. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Texas rel-
ative to requesting the Congress of the 
United States to enact legislation to provide 
for federal deployment of the Strategic Na-
tional Stockpile within Mexico; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 2 

Whereas, Created in 1999 to help state and 
local jurisdictions prepare for a national 
emergency, the Strategic National Stockpile 

is a repository of pharmaceuticals and med-
ical supplies administered jointly by the 
United States Department of Homeland Se-
curity and United States Department of 
Health and Human Services; and 

Whereas, Currently, if an act of bioter-
rorism occurs within Mexico near the United 
States border, it is up to each United States 
border state, including Texas, to request and 
deploy the Strategic National Stockpile 
across the border to protect the citizens of 
the state; and 

Whereas, Procedures for deploying Stra-
tegic National Stockpile assets require the 
affected state governor’s office to request de-
ployment from the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention or the Department of 
Homeland Security; although the assets are 
transferred to state and local authorities 
once they arrive at the designated receiving 
and storage site in the affected state, the 
stockpile materials remain a federal asset; 
and 

Whereas, Deployment, which may include 
a mass antibiotic dispensing operation, re-
quires substantial state and local resources 
to receive, secure, and distribute Strategic 
National Stockpile assets; staging and dis-
pensing the assets in another country re-
quires a coordinated, comprehensive ap-
proach that is best addressed by the federal 
government; and 

Whereas, The Homeland Security Act of 
2002 charged the United States Department 
of Homeland Security with defining the 
goals and performance requirements of the 
Strategic National Stockpile program as 
well as managing the actual deployment of 
assets; critical to the success of this initia-
tive is ensuring capacity at the federal level 
to respond to binational public health emer-
gencies; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the 79th Legislature of the 
State of Texas hereby respectfully request 
the Congress of the United States to enact 
legislation to provide for federal deployment 
of the Strategic National Stockpile within 
Mexico, provided that the Mexican govern-
ment approves said request pursuant to trea-
ties and other agreements with the United 
States; and, be it further 

Resolved, That the Texas secretary of state 
forward official copies of this resolution to 
the president of the United States, to the 
speaker of the house of representatives and 
the president of the senate of the United 
States Congress, and to all the members of 
the Texas delegation to the congress with 
the request that this resolution be officially 
entered in the Congressional Record as a me-
morial to the Congress of the United States 
of America. 

POM–189. A resolution adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly of the State of New Jersey rel-
ative to legislation to authorize National 
Guard members to enroll in Department of 
Defense managed health care program; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION NO. 282 
Whereas, The United States of America is 

founded on the principle of citizen-soldiers 
safeguarding our national security, a con-
struct that is as essential today as it was 
more than 368 years ago when the National 
Guard was established; and 

Whereas, The oldest military institution in 
the United States, the National Guard has 
been, since its founding in 1636, a commu-
nity-based force composed of citizen-soldiers, 
the members of the Army and Air National 
Guard serving the nation in time of war and 
their states in time of domestic emergency; 
and 

Whereas, As our nation continues to fight 
the War on Terrorism and our military 
forces continue to be engaged in operations 

in both Iraq and Afghanistan, we are, more 
than ever, dependent on the National Guard 
to defend the United States, both overseas 
and at home; and 

Whereas, More than 197,000 soldiers of the 
Army National Guard and 31,000 members of 
the Air National Guard have been mobilized 
since September 11, 2001, the largest mobili-
zation of the National Guard since World 
War II; and 

Whereas, At this time, more than 51,000 
Army Guardsmen are on the ground in Iraq 
and 15,000 are serving in Afghanistan, and 
sadly, more than 100 National Guard mem-
bers have made the ultimate sacrifice; and 

Whereas, Whether serving in the Iraq and 
Afghanistan theaters or at home in the US, 
National Guard members are operating side- 
by-side with their active-duty counterparts; 
and 

Whereas, With a presence in more than 
3,000 communities across the nation, the Na-
tional Guard is also playing a crucial role in 
homeland security; and 

Whereas, The ‘‘Guard and Reserve Readi-
ness and Retention Act of 2005,’’ embodied in 
S. 337 and H.R. 558, are currently pending be-
fore the 109th United States Congress; and 

Whereas, In part, this legislation extends 
TRICARE coverage, the managed health care 
system for the U.S. military, on a contribu-
tory basis, to all members of the National 
Guard, regardless of mobilization status; and 

Whereas, In light of their expanded role in 
military operations overseas and national se-
curity at home in our post-9/11 society, a re- 
evaluation of our nation’s commitment to 
the citizen-soldiers of the National Guard is 
in order; and 

Whereas, These brave men and women de-
serve more than our thanks, they deserve 
more substantial personnel and readiness 
benefits that ensure the National Guard will 
continue to attract the best and brightest, 
from the active-duty component of the mili-
tary as well as the civilian population; and 

Whereas, The provision of adequate health 
care coverage to each and every citizen-sol-
dier of the National Guard would repay but a 
small portion of our nation’s debt to these 
exceptional men and women who are vigi-
lantly defending our homeland, both at home 
and abroad; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey: 

1. This House calls upon the United States 
Congress to provide health care benefits for 
National Guard members and their families 
by authorizing a member to enroll, on a con-
tributory basis, for individual or family cov-
erage under the TRICARE program, regard-
less of mobilization status. 

2. This House urges that the United States 
Congress pass and the President of the 
United States approve the ‘‘Guard and Re-
serve Readiness and Retention Act of 2005,’’ 
now pending in the 109th Congress as S. 337 
and H.R. 558, which authorizes a member of 
the National Guard to enroll for individual 
or family coverage under the TRICARE pro-
gram, a Department of Defense managed 
health care program. 

3. Duly authenticated copies of this resolu-
tion, signed by the Speaker of the General 
Assembly and attested by the Clerk thereof, 
shall be transmitted to the Vice President of 
the United States, the Majority Leader of 
the United States Senate, the Speaker of the 
United States House of Representatives and 
to every member of Congress elected from 
this State. 

POM–190. A concurrent resolution 
adopted by the Legislature of the State 
of Texas relative to fully funding the 
National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration budget request in support 
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